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Welcome Spring! 
Spring officially arrives on Monday, March 20 at 5:24 PM! According to the 
Farmers’ Almanac's extended spring forecast, Ohioans can expect a mild and 
wet spring season.  

Remember those warmer-than-usual days in mid-February?  They were good 
for trees and blossoms but miserable for allergy sufferers.  Experts say the 
warmer temperatures create higher pollen counts.  Between 1990 to 2018, the 
overall amount of pollen increased by up to 21% across the country with the 
largest increases in the Midwest.  
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Tree City USA 

Independence has been named a 2022 Tree City 
USA by the Arbor Day Foundation to honor its 
commitment to effective urban forest 
management. This is the 21st year the City has been 
recognized for making the planting and care of 
trees a priority.  

The Tree City USA program is sponsored by the 
Arbor Day Foundation, in partnership with the U.S. 
Forest Service and the National Association of State 

Foresters.  

Soon you will see three Tree City USA flags up around the City.  Two will be 
displayed in Elmwood Park, and one will be flown on the flagpole at the 
southwest corner of Rockside and Brecksville Roads. 
 
 
Let’s Talk Trash! 
Thanks to a $2,800 grant from the County Solid Waste District, the City will be 
upgrading and replacing trash and recycling cans in buildings on campus.  Look 
for these sleek stations to arrive in the coming weeks.  

 
 
 

Weekly Financial Update  
 
Here is Finance Director Vern Blaze’s Weekly Financial 
Update for March 17, 2023. 
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Sharing Is Caring 

Police Officer Leanne and Officer Everett visited friends at the Down Syndrome 
Association of Northeast Ohio this week.  They read silly books, answered smart 
questions, and showed the students all the cool equipment they use to be the best at 
their job.  The interaction also helped the students practice social skills and get 
comfortable with police in case of an emergency.  

 

 

  



Follow Us for a Chance to Win! 

 

Everyone is invited to follow our INSTAGRAM page and comment for a chance to 
win an Amazon gift card!   The 25th, 50th, 75th or 100th person to comment – not 
reply to another follower’s comment – will win a $25 Amazon gift card! 
 

Fitness Is Fun! 
 

Our ICAN! Program began a session of Indy Fit at 
the Fieldhouse this week using indoor battle 
ropes.    

Lifting and moving the ropes can be challenging 
but the exercise helps to build core strength.   

Everyone who participated had a great time! 

 

 

  



Spring Soccer 
So far 13 teams have signed up for the Southern Recreational Soccer League, a 
type of recreational travel league that includes surrounding communities.  

Outdoor practices for the 3, 4 and 5-year-old divisions will begin in a couple of 
weeks. Some teams have started practicing indoors.  

  



Coming Soon! 

The Parks & Recreation Department is hard at 
work planning two new youth programs for 
later this year.  

The City will launch a Kickball program that 
will run from July to September.  

Then in the fall, parents can sign-up their 
children for Dodgeball.  There will be more 

information in the May-June edition of the Community Spotlight.  

 

 

Happy St. Patrick’s Day from some of your Civic Center 
friends! 

 

 

 

If you know someone who would like to subscribe to Mayor Kurtz’s Weekly Updates, please ask 
them to email their name to CityHall@IndependenceOhio.org 
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